
 
 

 
 

 
Find us on YouTube  https://www.youtube.com/monroecongregationalchurchucc 

January 1, 2023 

Resolutions 

Dear Framily, (you know what that means, right? Friends + Family = Framily) 

Let me begin this note with a deep note of gratitude for once again blessing me and our 

staff with your generous gifts this Christmas.  I am deeply humbled, forever grateful, and 

most of all, I thank God for calling me to the Monroe Congregational Church 16 years ago. 

By the time you get this issue of the Steeple, the ball would have dropped in New York 

City, opening up the box of newness that will be 2023. Some of us really want to turn that 

page, while others may look back on the old year with fondness. May we all enter this 

New Year with an overwhelming sense of gratitude for all the things and people we’ve 

been blessed with, and perhaps even taken for granted. Let us be grateful for each other, 

for health, warmth, silence, beauty, creativity, friendship, family, fellowship, and those 

who help us through so many difficult times—the list is endless. 

It's a popular tradition to enter a new year with a sense of goals and ambitions we call 

New Year’s Resolutions. Here are 10 of the most common: Exercise more, Lose weight, 

Get organized, Learn a new skill or hobby, Live life to the fullest, Save more money / 

spend less money, Quit smoking, Spend more time with 

family and friends, Travel more, Read more. 

I wonder if we might consider adding one more goal to our 

lists: getting into shape spiritually.  What if we made our 

spiritual life a priority – by finding a way to exercise 

hospitality every day, or immersing ourselves in reading 

and studying scripture, or being intentional about new ways 

to serve, or simply blocking off time to pray for one 

another. Maybe this can be as simple as saying something 

uplifting to someone every day. Or expressing our thanks to those we share our lives with 

daily. Or (and perhaps this is the most challenging) forgiving someone you are angry with 

– even if that’s just yourself.  

Experts say that setting goals helps us change our behavior, guides our focus, helps us 

sustain momentum, and promotes a sense of self mastery. As we say in my house, the 

goal is progress, not perfection. 
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May 2023 be a year of growth and maturity for our personal faith and that of our 

congregation. May we take time to bring the good news of God’s love to others and live 

with hearts overwhelmed by wonder and awe. Happy New Year! 

In peace, Pastor Jenn 

****************************************************************** 
Dear MCC,  

Thank you for the very thoughtful Christmas gifts, 

cards and blessings. Each one brought an extra 

sparkle to our hearts in a busy season. We hope your 

Christmas is full of love, laughter, holiday cheer, and a 

bit of magic. Have a Happy New Year!  

Peace to you and your households,  

Pastor Jenn, Diane, Will & Jeanette 

 

****************************************************************** 
 

Church Council 
 

 
Call to Annual Congregational Meeting * January 29, 2023 

The members of Monroe Congregational Church are hereby called to attend the Annual 

Meeting of the Congregation to be held in the Meeting House at 11:00 am on Sunday, 

January 29, 2023. 

The agenda will include the following: Receiving of Reports; Electing Officers, Board 
Members and Delegates; Adopting the 2023 budget and any other business that must 

properly come before the Congregation.   

 
At the end of November, you received the draft of a proposed 

revision to the MCC Constitution and Bylaws. Please come to 

a congregational conversation on January 8th after 

worship with any questions or concerns you have about 

the revision.  Our goal is to resolve issues prior to the Annual 

Meeting so that the vote on the new constitution goes 

smoothly.  On the 8th, we'll all grab a cup of coffee and start 

the conversation at about 11:15. 

Arlene Redmond, Moderator 

 



                        Trustees 

 

If you brought clippers to our MCC Fall Clean Up Day please check 
that you took them home with you.  There is a pair on the bench 
outside the office.  After January they will be added to the MCC 

tool shed.   

 

Our God is a generous God: One who has been revealed in Jesus 

as the one who deeply loves us. Our God is a God of invitation: 
one who invites us on a faithful path of transformation that 

changes us, and through us… the world. In the coming weeks, you 
will hear stories about how we are responding to God’s invitation 
to bring our gifts. As we reflect on our peers’ testimonies, consider 

that now is a time of great possibility for our congregation and the 
future of our mission. 

 

If you haven’t done so already, please complete and return an estimate of giving card for 
2023 in the plate or through the mail, or send your pledge via email to 

jorourke224@gmail.com.  We are currently at 65 pledges for a total of $177,910. Our 2023 
goal is $200,000.  

Thank you for prayerfully considering how to financially support the Monroe Congregational 
Church in 2023!  

~ Your Stewardship Committee,  

John O’Rourke (Receiver), Diane Prall, Rev. Jenn Gingras 

 
Deacons 

 

Flowers for Worship: Would you like to honor or remember a loved 
one, or celebrate a milestone? You can do so, while also helping Monroe 

Congregational Church continue its tradition of fresh flowers on the 
communion table.  You can sign-up in Wilton Hall or online!  You may 
choose to arrange flowers from your garden, purchase an arrangement, 

or send a check ($25) to Monroe Congregational Church (memo: 
"flowers" & the date) or use our website to pay online, and we will order 

for you. If you are suppling the flowers yourself, please set them up 
between 9:30am and 9:45am, before worship. Thank you! 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C48ADAC2CA5FEC61-flowers or 

MCC-UCC.org 
 

 
 

 

 
Please see Jessica Pfalzgraf about  

Volunteering as a Deacon or an Usher.    
Your service to MCC is appreciated! 

Jessica (203)414-6874 jspfalzgraf@gmail.com 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C48ADAC2CA5FEC61-flowers%20or%20MCC-UCC.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C48ADAC2CA5FEC61-flowers%20or%20MCC-UCC.org


Faith Formation 
 

 
 

No Sunday School on Jan. 15 
 
 

 
 

 
 

JR PF Schedule Our junior-high youth group (grades 6-8) meets every 

Sunday from 5-6:30 in classroom 5, join us!     
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

Sr PF Schedule:  Our senior-high youth group meets most Sundays from 

5-7:30 in Dineson Parlor, join us!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Bible Study Thursday 9:30-11am  
We cordially invite you to join us each week in in Dineson 

Parlor. This winter into the spring we will be reading together 
the Gospel of Matthew.  

 

 

 

 
STAR Words are Coming! At church on Epiphany Sunday 
(January 8th), we’ll have a basket of STAR words for 2023 

for you to choose from. We hope that you find time to 
marvel at God’s spirit working through these paper stars. 

Like the magi, may these words allow us all to go home by 
another road, our eyes opened to God’s presence in and 
around us. 

 

 

Jan 1 No PF  

Jan 8 New Year Party 

Jan 15 NO JR PF (MLK) 

Jan 22 Bake-Off (Nailed It) 

Jan 29 Service Project 

Jan 1 Classic PF (college kids welcome) 

Jan 8 Resolutions & STAR Words (college kids welcome) 

Jan 15 Stress (Getting through midterms) and the Labyrinth 

Jan 22 Blanket Making Service Project 

Jan 29 Communication 



Fellowship 

 

Morning Circle will not meet in January or February. Our first 
meeting in 2023 will be on Wednesday, March 8 at 11AM in 

Dineson Parlor. We will be putting together birthday bags for the 
children visiting the Food Pantry with their parents. Included in 
these bags is a package of birthday napkins, candles, cake mix and 

frosting. Donations are most welcome and can be left in the 
Morning Circle bin across from the men's room. Please contact 

Jackie Bleakney with any questions at 203-268-5275. Mark your 
calendars for the following meetings: 

 
 
Wednesday, April 12 at 11AM in Dineson Parlor - CWS hygiene kits 

Wednesday, May 10 at 11AM in Dineson Parlor - Women's products for Food Pantry 
Wednesday, June 14 at 11AM - Annual June Picnic - location TBD 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Young At Heart will meet at noon on January 26th details to follow. 
 

  

  



MCC Book Club is open to all church members. We will continue 

to meet via zoom on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7 pm.  

For more information, please call Paula Haggstrom 203-452-0850 

email: pjsh55@gmail.com   We will continue meet via Zoom. 

January 18, The Midnight Library by Matt Haig   Host: Gayle 
Hammond 

 
 

****************************************************************** 

Outreach 

 

The Covenant to Care Christmas Gift Collection was a whopping success thanks to all 

of you!  Through donations of games, dolls, crafts, toys, gloves, socks, and money, MCC 

provided 65 children with a wonderful Christmas gift this year! As well as wrapping 

paper, bows and candy canes for foster and adoptive parents to wrap them up! 

“THANK YOU so much” from myself, the social workers and most importantly the 

children you made happy this Christmas, Diane Prall, MCC Liaison to Covenant to Care 
  

mailto:pjsh55@gmail.com


 

 
Historian’s Notebook:  

Historical pictures residing in the archives please only the eyes of the dust bunnies. 
Consequently a group of “timely” pictures have been retrieved to create a Picture Gallery 

on the walls of the rear entrance to the Meeting House. Please enjoy them. Pause to look 
closely at their content and see the stories each one presents. More will be added from 

time to time as more are discovered while reviewing the archives. 
Gary Thompson, Church Historian 

 

 



Monroe Congregational Church 
 

New Member Sunday 
January 1, 2023 

 
Please join us in welcoming the newest members of our church community. This short 

introduction will help you to learn a little more about them. We hope you’ll take the time 

to get to know them personally, and tuck this insert into your church directory.  

 
Danielle and Joel Smith 
320 Everett Road, Easton, CT 06612 
 

Danielle Cell: (203) 241-8551 

Email: Danielle.Giglietta@gmail.com 
Birthdate: June 17 
 

Joel Cell: (616)886-9376 

Birthdate: November 21 
 

Anniversary: June 3   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Today we welcome the Smith family to MCC!  Danielle and Joel, and their sons, Van 3 and 
Chuck 5 ½ months old, who were both baptized today! When dad is not outside having fun 

playing with Chuck, or working hard for the Connecticut National Guard, he enjoys hiking 
and traveling.  Joel is originally from Michigan and is an avid golfer.   
 

Mom, Danielle, is a finance manager with Blue Buffalo and part-time adjunct professor.  Her 
hobbies include running, walking, and yoga. Danielle likes to volunteer and spend time with 

her family and friends.  
 
Danielle would like to volunteer with outreach programs including CWS kits, Covenant to 

Care, and providing food donations for St George’s Supper. We look forward to Danielle 
sharing her finance skills with MCC.  Joel will help with MCC groundskeeping and landscaping 

projects. 
 

Welcome to MCC Smith family - we are blessed to have you with us! 



 

 

Happy January Birthday to the following people  

and to anyone we may have missed we will keep you in our prayers. 
 

Chad Bauer 01/02 

John Hastedt 01/04 

Chris Pearson 01/04 

Don Parker-Burgard 01/06 

Susan Granello 01/10 

Alia Aguilar 01/11 

Jamie Correll 01/11 

Danielle Adams 01/12 

Joanne Malia 01/14 

David Coffey 01/15 

Thomas Culp 01/16 

Braeden Goyette 01/16 

Ann Zeiner 01/16 

   

Mary Jo Brett 01/17 

Clark Gingras 01/18 

Christine Williams 01/18 

Nancy Olofson 01/19 

Rebecca Williams 01/20 

Max Williams 01/22 

Gabriela Gerhard 01/22 

Carmela Combs 01/23 

Marian Schmitz 01/26 

Margaret Villani 01/27 

   
   

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Happy January Wedding Anniversary the following couples and to anyone we may 

have missed, we will keep you in our prayers. (Number is anniversary date) 

 

Karen & David Coffey(01)      Larry & Jennifer Wissink(07)   and   Mike & Barbara Pellegrino(24) 



  January, 2023 
MCC Community Calendar 

 
 

Week of Sun. Jan 1st  

New Year’s Day 

Baptism, Communion, New Members 
10:00 am Worship 

5:00 pm Senior PF 
 

Mon. Jan 2nd  

New Year’s Day Observed  – office Closed 

7:00 pm Outreach Zoom 
 

Tue. Jan 3rd 

1:00 pm Mustard Seed Sort and Tag  
 

Wed. Jan 4th   

7:00 pm Confirmation 

 
Thurs. Jan 5th  

 9:30 am Bible Study    
5:45 pm Chime Choir 

7:00 pm Chancel Choir 
 

 
Week of Sun. Jan 8th  

Epiphany Sunday – STAR Words 
10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Congregational Conversation 

5:00 pm Junior & Senior PF 
 

Mon. Jan 9th  

7:45 pm Deacons 

 
Tue. Jan 10th 

1:00 pm Mustard Seed Sort and Tag  
 

Wed. Jan 11th   

7:00 pm Confirmation 

7:00 pm Book Club Zoom 
 

Thurs. Jan 12th  

 9:30 am Bible Study    

5:45 pm Chime Choir 

7:00 pm Chancel Choir 
 

 
 

Week of Sun. Jan 15th  

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Music Committee  
11:30 am Trustees  

5:00 pm Junior & Senior PF 
 

Mon. Jan 16th  

Martin Luther King Day – office Closed 

7:30 pm Council Meeting 
 

Tue. Jan 17th 

1:00 pm Mustard Seed Sort and Tag  

 
Wed. Jan 18th   

7:00 pm Confirmation 

7:00 pm Book Club Zoom 
 

Thurs. Jan 19th  

 9:30 am Bible Study    

5:45 pm Chime Choir 
7:00 pm Chancel Choir 

 
 

Week of Sun. Jan 22nd  

Heritage Sunday  

10:00 am Worship 
11:30 am Trustees  

5:00 pm Junior & Senior PF 
 

Tue. Jan 24th 

1:00 pm Mustard Seed Sort and Tag 
 

Wed. Jan 25th   

7:00 pm Confirmation 

 
Thurs. Jan 26th  

9:30 am Bible Study 
12:00 pm Young @ Heart    

5:45 pm Chime Choir 
7:00 pm Chancel Choir 

 
 

Week of Sun. Jan 29th  

Annual Meeting  

10:00 am Worship 

5:00 pm Junior & Senior PF 
 

Tue. Jan 31st 

1:00 pm Mustard Seed Sort and Tag 
 



 

The Christmas Flowers  

are given with love from: 

Vaughan Askue & 
Arlene Redmond 

in memory of Elizabeth & Bill Askue and 
Dot & Fred Redmond 

Michelle Cardentey in memory of Eleanor & Joseph LaValla and 
Carmelina & Jose Cardentey 

Karen Rodino and Jay Davison in memory of our parents,  
James & Gretchen Davison  
and Harold Heiney & Karen Heiney Brown 

Linda & Jack Fracassini in memory of our parents, Aurellio & Edith 
Fracassini and Marjorie & Stuart Cruickshank 

Cheri Irwin in celebration of my family 

The Logan family in memory of Ellie Weiss and Cedric Logan 

Leanne McEvoy in celebration of family and friends 

Jeanette Cardentey-Morales in honor of my grandmother, Eleanor LaValla  

Myron, June and Lorrie in honor of Jenn & Clark and Family 

The Prall family in memory of Diane’s father, Norman 
Stickney, Jr., Tony’s Parents, Harold & Betsy 
Prall, & our beloved friend, Susan Walker  

Ruth Wakeley in memory of William Wakeley 

David Walker in memory of Susan Walker 

 Ann Zeiner in memory of Bob, Carol, John, and Val 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2023 Inclement Weather Policy 

Inclement Weather Policy 
  

Here in New England we get to enjoy seasonal weather changes. At 
MCC, we have learned to be flexible and make safe choices about our scheduled plans. 

The safety and well-being of our people is one of our most important concerns. 
  
This is our inclement weather policy, including who makes decisions about closings and 
how the decision is spread in the community. If you serve in a position of responsibility, 
please find your leadership role below.  
  
In Person Sunday Worship Services:  

1. At 7 am, Pastor Jenn Gingras (203-895-5607) and the current Chair of Deacons 
make the decision whether or not to cancel in-person worship. If in-person 
worship is cancelled, Jenn will record and upload an abbreviated worship service 

on https://www.youtube.com/monroecongregationalchurchucc by noon (sermon, 
prayer, announcements) 

2. Jenn notifies staff and key volunteers (who in turn notify those they work with), 
including Will Duchon (203-260-1182), Reader, Usher and Trustee of the Day. 

Jenn sends a church-wide e-mail and posts on FB (MCC-UCC Conversation and 
Monroe Cong Church Page)  

3. Chair of Deacons notifies CT Weather/IAN Snap, Channel 8 & Channel 3 

4. Committee meetings are cancelled at the discretion of committee chair, 
although most are held on Zoom, so weather shouldn’t be a problem! 

 

Sr. & Jr. PF groups will be notified of any changes or cancellations by e-mail, phone tree 

and/or Facebook notifications as appropriate. 

1. Jenn Gingras (203-895-5607) – Makes and communicates Sr PF decision 

2. Jeanette Cardentey-Morales (609)772-0640 – Makes and communicates Jr PF 

decision 

 

Evening Meetings: It is the responsibility of the convener to notify the meeting 

participants of any changes or cancellations. 

 

Midweek Morning Programs: If the Monroe School district either delays or cancels 

school, morning Bible studies and other church-sponsored morning programs are 

cancelled. 

 

Church Office: If the Monroe School System is closed, and staff members are able to 

travel, they may choose to do so if conditions are safe. Otherwise, they may choose to 

work remotely.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please call the church office at 203-268-9327.  

Our plow guy’s name is Adam, his cell is 203-258-8382 

https://www.youtube.com/monroecongregationalchurchucc

