
 
 

 
Find us on YouTube  https://www.youtube.com/monroecongregationalchurchucc  

Dec em ber  1, 202 1  
 
Is There Room at the Inn?  

 

He (or she) is a character not even mentioned 

in the  sacred storyé if Luke places the birth of 

Jesus in an ñinnò, then there must have been 

an innkeeper. We might be tempted to imagine 

this character in a  negative light  as someone 

who banished a pregnant woman to deliver her 

baby where the barn animals were kept.  

 

But what if é since we are already engaging our 

imaginations , we thought of the innkeeper an entrepreneur? Not like the sharks on óShark 

Tankô, but as s omeone who saw a problem and thought  ñoutside the boxò to solve it.  

Instead of believing  ñthereôs nowhere for this poor young mother to give birth ,ò he offered 

another resource, because he knew ñthere has to be somewhere , and some way I can 

help !ò  

 

This Advent, many of our churches have been asking just these kinds of questions. Some 

are offering affordable office space to non -profits that work to alleviate societyôs problems, 

some are building  affordable housing, some are offering after -school hel p, others  food 

distribution. No one church can solve everything, but each one can do something  -  j ust 

like the innkeeper !  Housing the holy work of Divine Love can happen in so many 

wonderful ways.  

 

Letôs invite one another to spend this Advent and Christmas seeing our churchôs mission in 

a new  lighté we believe the Light of Christ is shining on us, inviting us to become a 

beacon of hope to others. What one thing could we do (or expand  what we already do) 

that could alleviate so meoneôs suffering? How can  this time of preparation inspire us to 

think bigger and beyond this holy -day season? We are called to ñmake roomò in our inns ï 

to create a welcoming space for the flourishing of humanity. Thatôs what the inn, the 

stable, the man ger, became that night, and so it remains still.  

 

With hope, peace, joy and love to you and yours,  Pastor Jenn  
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Ps. So, speaking of making roomé I wanted to let everyone know that the Gingrasôs are 

moving out of the parsonage in December. We have loved ou r time living here, but our 

son Zack is finishing up his active duty commitment and moving back home this spring to 

attend Lincoln Tech and get his electricianôs license. With the setup of the parsonage, itôs 

not feasible for him to live with us for longer  than an extended visit.  In October we started 

looking for a home in Monroe we could afford that would accommodate all of us. We did 

not expect to find one so quickly! We will be moving to 220 Webb Circle (about 5 miles 

away, near Webb Mountain). We are ta king the months of December and January to fully 

transition from one house to the other and do a deep clean. The Trustees are preparing to 

rent the  parsonage  by February 1 and will be showing the property to interested parties 

soon . Thanks so much for your  support, and ple ase let me know if you have any 

questions.  

***************************************** *******************************  

 

Annual Reports are due Tuesday, December 14 th  

Please submit your annual report to the church office by Tuesday, December 14 th  

Please call the church office with any questions: 203 -268 -9327   

or email  secretary@MCC -UCC.org  

 

 

 

 

If you would like to order a  

box of 2022 pledge envelopes   

please contact Diane in the office,  

268 -9327  

or secretary@MCC -UCC.org   

 

ïthank you!  
 
 
 
 

2022  
Pledge 

Envelopes 

mailto:secretary@MCC-UCC.org
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This yearôs Advent theme is ñThe InnðHousing the Holy.ò 

Parking at Town Hall: In December, our parking lots tend to fill  early on Sunday 

mornings. If you are able to park at Town Hall and walk over, so that we have space for 
the elderly, families with young children, and visitors, it would be much appreciated!  

 

  November 28, 2021  
    Advent 1: Making Room (Hope) ; Jeremiah 33:14 ï16, Psalm 25:4 ï5 

    Guest preacher: Rev. Dr. Sheldon Smith  
 

  December 5, 2021  
    Advent 2: A Place at the Table (Peace) ; Baruch 5:1 ï5, Philippians 1:9 ï11  

    Communion  
    Sr PF on retreat at Camp Hazen  

    5 pm Community tree lighting on the green, Jr PF will provide cocoa;               
 congregation, please bring goodies  

 

  December 12, 2021  
    Advent 3: How Much Is Enough? (Joy) ; Isaiah 12:2 ï6, Luke 3:10 ï14  

    5 pm Jr PF caroling at a local nursing home  
 

  December 19 , 2021  
    Advent 4: A Room With a View (Love) ; Micah 5:2 ï5a, Luke 1:46 ï55  

    Childrenôs pageant (in lieu of sermon; see details below) 
    Special Christmas coffee hour at 11:00 (please bring goodies)  

    5 pm Senior PF caroling  
 

  December 24 , 2021  
    Christmas Eve: The Inn ; Isaiah 9:2 ï7, Luke 2:1 ï7 [8 ï20]  

    No sign -ups this year, but masks are necessary (as they are for all services)  
       4 pm ðQuiet, contemplative worship service  

       7 pm ðChristmas Eve worship  

       11 pm ðChristmas Eve lessons and carols  
 

  December 26  
    Christmas Casual Sunday: Dwelling ; Colossians 3:12 ï17, Luke 2:41 ï52  

    Wear your Christmas sweaters!  
 

  January 2  
    2022 STAR words  



Please join us in welcoming the newest members of our church community. These short 
introductions will help you to learn a little more about them. We hope youôll take the time 

to get to know them and their families personally, and tuck this insert into your church 
directory.  
 
  

Cheri Irwin  
118 Imperial CT , Trumbull, CT 06611  
 

Cell: (817)682 -0274  
Email: cdirwin2@msn.com  
 

Birthdate:  Oct 3  
 

Please welcome Cheri who moved to Trumbull last year after 
living most of her life in the Dallas Fort Worth area of Texas!  
Cheri has been married to her husband Bill for 46 years.  They 

enjoy spending lots of time with their daughter Courtney who 
lives in  Easton with her husband, Reed, and their 2 children, 

Dylan 13 and Phoebe 9. Cheri is a retired South West Airlines 
flight attendant. She is an amateur painter and enjoys walking 
and exercising.  Cheri looks forward to attending adult classes, helping with  holiday 

projects, art and decorating, the Strawberry festival and St Georgeôs Supper. 
 
 

Julio Morales   

1432 Monroe Turnpike, Monroe, CT 06468  
 

Cell: (609) 772 -0640  

Email: julio.r.moralesNJ@gmail.com  
 

Birthdate:  February 15  
 

Julio is newly married to our very own CE 
Coordinator and Jr PF Lead Advisor  Jeanette 

Cardentey -Morales   -congratulations to the 
happy couple! Julio is the VP of National Sales 

for Vesta Home.  He enjoys reading, mountain biking and lacrosse.  Julio has ma ny 
interests and skills that he is looking forward to sharing with MCC, including carpentry, 
electronics, and office skills ïjust to name a few.  He expresses an interest in volunteering 

with Jr PF, various Outreach programs, Strawberry Festival, and helpi ng with meals in 
time of need, as well as ushering and greeting on Sundays.   Welcome Julio!   

 
Carol Viellette  
28 Highland Drive, Monroe, CT 06468  
 

Home: (203) 268 -2565  

Email: CV31@gmail.com  
 

Birthdate: March 31  
 

Sadly , Carolôs UCC church in Bridgeport closed ï but lucky 
for us she found MCC and we are thrilled to have her!  

Carol is a retired nurse whose priority is still helping 
others, which is evident by her interest in working with 
MCC Outreach programs such as St G eorgeôs Supper, The 

Mustard Seed Shop and holiday projects. Carol has already 
joined Morning Circle and enjoys all the new friends she is 

making.  Carol has a daughter named Tracy who lives in 
Arizona with her boyfriend ïalso named Tracy!   



Music Notes  
  

Welcome back, Chancel Choir!  Thank you for sharing your gift of music with 
the congregation, we are grateful for you! If youôd like to join the choir, 

speak with Will Duchon. Rehearsals are Thursday nights at 7, warmups are 
on Sunday mornings at 9:15 am.  
 

 
Dear MCC Friends,  

I recently released a new recording of solo piano works. 
The album is titled "Cantilena", and includes music by 
Chopin, Rachmaninov, Liszt, and four other composers.  

I want to share this album with my church family, so 
please feel free to take a CD.   They are available in the 

Narthex of the Meetinghouse as well as in the church 
office.  
Will   

 
 

 

 



Christian Education  

 

Weekly Prayer & Bible Study Group!  Every Thursday from 9:30 -
10:30 in Dineson Parlor , everyone is cordially invited and welcome to 
join us! Bring your favorite Bible (whatever version you prefer) and a 

small notebook. Let Pastor Jenn know if you have any questions.  

December 2  Tamar (Genesis 38:13 -19, 24 -27) & Mary (Luke 1:26 -38)  

December 9  Rahab (Joshua 2:1 -22) & Elizabeth  (Luke 1:39 -45)  

December 16  Christmas Party!  

December 23  Off (Christmas Break)  

December 30  Off (Christmas Break)  

 
 

 
 

We are excited to announce that we will be having our annual Christmas Pageant this year 

on Sunday December 19th during our morning worship. If your child is interested in 
participating in the pageant you can sign them here :  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d44a8ac22a2fb6 - christmas1  
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d44a8ac22a2fb6-christmas1


 
Our Decem ber Fruits of the Spirit Sunday School Schedule :  

Sunday December 5 th      The Valley of the Dry  Bones  
Sunday December 12 th     Seek the Lord !  

Sunday December 19 th    Almost Instant Christmas Pageant  
Sunday December 26 th    No Sunday School , Merry Christmas!  
Sunday January 2 nd     No Sunday School , Happy New Year!  

 
 

 
 
 

This Month in Senior PF:  
¶ December 3-5 PF on retreat at Camp Hazen! (attend Tree Lighting at 5pm!)  

¶ December 12 th  ï Relationships  
¶ December 19 th  ï Christmas Caroling in the Community!  
¶ December 26 th  ï No PF, Merry Christmas!  

¶ January 2 nd  ï Classic PF   
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  



 

 
 
 

Our Dec ember  
 Jr  PF Schedule :  
 

Sunday , December 5 th   -  Christmas Tree Lighting 
     (Monroe Green)  

Sunday , December 12 th    -  Service (TBD)  
Sunday , December 19 th    -  Epiphany Party (Wilton Hall)  

Sunday , December 26 th    -  No Jr P F, Merry Christmas!  
Sunday , January 2 nd    -  No Jr PF , Happy New Year!  
 

 
 

 
 
 



Deacons  

Flowers for Worship : Would you like to honor or remember a 

loved one, or celebrate a milestone? You can do so, while also 

helping Monroe Congregational Church continue its tradition of 

fresh flowers  on the communion table.  Please review the 

available slots on Sign U p Genius and click on the button to sign 

up.  If you do not have access to a computer, call Diane in the 

office 203 -268 -9327, and she will help you sign up!  

You may choose to arrange flow ers from your garden, purchase 

an arrangement, or send a check  ($25) to Monroe Congregational 

Church (memo: "flowers" & the date) or use our website to pay 

online, and we will order for you. If you are suppling the flowers 

yourself, please set them up betw een 9:30am and 9:45am, before 

worship.  Thank you!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C48ADAC2CA5FEC61 - flowers  

****************************************************************

Trustees  

 
Rexford House Painting Update!  

Thanks to your support, we were able to raise $11,710 toward the $13,020 cost of 

painting  Rexford  House .  The  work was started mid -November ïcheck out the  progress 
thus far!   Thank you everyone who donated toward this much needed maintenance of our  
MCC campus!  


